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A Russian influence on the French elections?

study conducted by eu disinfolab

EU DisinfoLab

Since Donald Trump’s election last November, stories about a Russian influence
on western elections were brought by many stakeholders. The role of Russian
media outlets such as Sputnik or Russia Today were also discussed. Let’s go back
to the facts. Is this influence growing ? Who is spreading their news ? Did these

media replace traditional media in some communities ? First answers with

Brandwatch and Visibrain.

This study was first published in French by Nicolas Vanderbiest on his
blog Reputatiolab. You can find a more complete version there. We

apologise for any inaccuracy in this translation.

Reputatio Lab
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Learnings

Learnings

Sputnik and Russia Today

Sputnik does not publish much about the Presidential Elections. On the contrary,
Russia Today does it with some success because 145,017 people were reached
by its publications. This figure is yet to be put in perspective because less than 15
000 people had interactions with both the Russian media outlets.

Russian propaganda representatives

Russian propaganda representatives gather around Francois Fillon, Marine Le
Pen and Francois Asselineau (conspiracy, Frexit support) communities. It is
interesting to note that, despite his support to the Russian foreign policy, far-left

candidate Jean-Luc Mélenchon community is totally missing here.

Anonymous, mostly.
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A Russian influence on the French elections?
Around 90 % of the people interacting with these media are doing it under a

nickname, which underlines serious interrogations about their real identity.

Russia Today and Sputnik do not replace other media

« Western » media are still shared a lot by the most active accounts identified, at
least for Mr Fillon et Mr Asselineau communities. Regarding Mrs Le Pen, her
supporters seem to almost only follow with « Eastern » media.

A shared enemy : Emmanuel Macron

These 3 communities clearly share the same goal: to drive negative
propaganda towards Mr Macron. « Macron » is the most tweeted word in their
publications and all the main stories propagated are negative articles about him.
The only difference that can be identified lies in the candidate each community is
supporting.

Sputnik and Russia Today (French Version)

The first step of my investigation was to analyse the content published by Russia
Today and Sputnik’s accounts. To be able to do so, | collected 2.5 month of online

activity to see the content published and the users reached.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 3/21
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Activity around Sputnik and its retweet gathered 57,337 different people. The net follower gain on the
period is minimal for Sputnik.
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Sputnik publishes mostly about Russia, Syria, USA, Ukraine. There is no clear focus on the French
elections.

“ 1432 authors 2606 authors
65 % of the people interacting with Sputnik are detected as Men. But what is more striking is that the
gender algorithm, which is based on a firstname database to determine the gender, was able to statute

in less than 10% of the total population. We clearly deal there with a lot of people using nicknames to
hide their real identity.

Russia Today
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Regarding Russia Today, its audience is three times larger than Sputnik: 145,017 different people were

reached during the period.
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The issues that RT has been adressing to this audience are directly linked to the campaign and the

elections. lts favorite targets are Hollande, Fillon and Macron.

3143 authors 52235 authors

38% @62%

Just like Sputnik, more than 95% of its audience is publishing under nicknames.

Isolate the most active RT/Sputnik fans
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The second step of my work has been to gather frequent users in the RT and
Sputnik communities. 14,792 accounts were active with both of the media outlets.
If you only select people having 10 interactions with Sputnik and Russia Today, we
decrease this number to 6006 profiles. | did focus on these profiles and study
how they were following each other. The bigger a node is, the more he’s followed

in this ecosystem of RT/Sputnik active users. The color goes with the community

they belong to. We see there are 3 communities involved.

A community very close to Sputnik and Russia Today: Francois
Asselineau and his party (UPR)

It's mostly structured around UPR activists, who are very active online. We can see the traditional

media are also part of this community, which is the sign that these activists also follow mainstream
media, unlike the far-right communities.

A republican community — Francois Fillon

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/
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A certain number of accounts here are officially supporting Francgois Fillon.

A xenophobic/far right community — Marine Le Pen

Accounts here are clearly supporting Marine Le Pen.

Influencers inside these communities

We looked at the most followed people inside these communities. We find well-
known stakeholders from the self-called « patriosphere » but also mainstream
media, showing to what extent they also are a source of information inside these
alternative communities.

MEDIA : @VALEURS INFLUENCEUR : @_STALKER69_

WY

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 7/21



15/08/2018 A Russian influence on the French elections?
¢ Valeurs Actuelles
e Stakler69

MEDIA : @LE_FIGARD INFLUENCEUR : @KIMJONGUNIQUE
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INFLUENCEUR : @SJALLAMION INFLUENCEUR : (@ HDEBONNEVOLONTE

e Sébastien Jallamion

e Homme de bonne volonté

INFLUENCEUR : @JPRO732 INFLUENCEUR : @RUSSEUROPE

Suorw du rdpututivn
1397

Drescriplion | 40 ans de
rapublie bananisre,
Siow

e Jpro732
e Jacques Sapir
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What are they discussion topics ?

The most active people

To be able to analyse the most active people, | set up a Brandwatch panel with the
100 users who were the most active with RT/Sputnik (more than 265 mentions or

Retweets of these two medias). This panel also analysed their global online

activity, not only the one directly linked to the elections.

Their activity is simply enormous ; these 100 users being able to tweet until 180.000 times/week.
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Most of their mentions are to support Marine Le Pen. We also find occurences with #EnMarche (which
is the name of Mr Macron political movement).

¥ DOMINO Laurence @LsulsuDoming 4m

RT @BachaFrederc: EEM MARCHE VERS L ISLAMISATION DE LA FRAMCE #macronbercy #Enharche
#lacronPresident Macron et son ministre de | immigration massive . pic twitter. com/PyHpediolx

¥ ZiamJeremyClarkson @UnSoirdvecho 15m
RT @rdinho3: Les jounalistes de Challenges dénoncent le “boulevard fait 4 #\acron™ dans lewr journal |
#eEnMarche shar.es’1Chovk3 pic_twitter com7iHjnz0BK

But these #EnMarche tweets are far away from being positive for Mr Macron.

Most Mentioned Tweeters TWEETS RETWEETS  ALL TWEETS = IMPRESSIONS
(@MLP_officiel 2366 25430 27798 100002676
{@RTenfrancsais 2135 218685 23820 4TB16020
({@sputnik_fr 4060 13085 18055 26474240
(@fandety 228 11988 12198 88409437
(@BFMTY 1911 8530 11441 28045800
({@FrancoisFillon 2002 8240 11342 55640725
(@UPR_Asselineau 882 67ra TeE1 20135687
(@EmmanuelMscron 1121 6535 7856 30525440
(@f_philippot 522 52080 5812 47023403
{@JLMelenchon 1188 4584 5752 18027118

When you look at the most mentioned tweets, again we see Marine Le Pen, Russia Today and Sputnik.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/
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“ W fandetv & @fande
i BT @LCP: #Synie : {@EmmanuelMacron, un gamin qui n'y conneit nen”, juge @Bemard_Debee ==
ARG bit 2090845 #ParementHebdo @athiaGilder pic twitter com/RoVWFlyJib

“ W fandety & @fande B A
fli§| RT @UPR_Asszlineau: "Monsieur @EmmanuslMacron, qui n'a aucune expérence intemationale, approuve

£ les actions américaines en Syrie”. #LC1 #Syrie #Trump
¥ P

“ w fandetv & @fande
L fli§| RT @fandetv: VIDED : @LeaSalame ef @KRissouli ont les yeux qui brillent quand ils regardent
#IHE BEmmanuelMacron @ # EmissionFolitique #Macron pic twitter com/GKIGNBUCDT

And again, every mention about Emmanuel Macron is clearly negative.

francais rtcomfintemational/ 35477 -etats-unis-frappent-base-serfenne-syrie a7
bfmitv. com/mediaplayenlive-video o
francais. it comfinternational35107-degagements-fumes-dans-metro-saint-petershourg-explosion G4
francais.rt comfrance36253-continu-grand-debsat-onze-petits-candidats-premisre-fois-face-grands 102
twitter com/PdtAfricReport/states/35253008000163 1438 el |
francais. it comfinternationsal35225-moscou-damas-dementent—aitague-gaz-syrie 53
twitter. com/PatAfricReport/siatus/253504873768931228 264
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The most shared stories derive from what we call « framed news ». Framed news propose a different

version of the stories published by « western » media. Producing framed news is clearly an influence

strategy, often serving Russian interests.

Breakdown by community, on the French

elections

Then, using Visibrain, | also analysed the content published inside the 3

communities | identified.

The most « Russian » community around Sputnik, Russia Today

and UPR/Asselineau

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/
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TWEETS

121 176

1%

MPGESONS

331,36 M
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Online activity is also very strong there.

EXPRESSIONS

train ﬁ"on mlp pen hamon france2tv @mmMmanuelmacron gréce aufrexit meeting de frangois asselineau
emmanuel macron famarseille politique |eur0pe pays bfmtv icisyie marinelepen erXit ue francois fillon

10ansupr cest legranddebat = asselineau jounaises frangais wor =or
presidentielle 2017 vidéo Ici personnes président jimelenchon bordeaux gsselineau 2017
candidat du frexit commission européenne mipofficiel candidats legranddebat asselineau 2017

commission euro  syrie france program grandes orientations melenchon sondage

frangois asselineau rouine <eree=te INACroN marine uprasselineau

tour avril économique youtube penelopefillon document de la commission hollande 1 lunion européenne quil

2017 freit. Mélenchon 2017 gopé partagez

Macron is the most targeted candidate in the conversations.

HASHTAGS

#10ansupr #syrie #famontpellier #upr #lci #onoe #médeens sguyane Fenmarche #ews
#legranddebat #poutou #amf2017 #descartes #afrique #moscou #hamon #asselineau #nice
#lavrov #villabé #equotidiendumédecin Fmarseille #gope #débattf #presidentie"e2017 #yalls
#fa2017 #montpellier #nancy #politique #famarseille #démocratie #france #bourdindirect
#lille #legranddébat #economie #presidenticle360 FITIACKON #présidentielle2017 #m
#hollande #régions #melenchon #ussie #société #trump #mlp #fillon #choisissezvotrecame
sspuniercist #ue #poutine #toulouse #asselineau2017 #strasbours
#marinelepen #yon #granddebat #presidentielle #lepen #tdinfos #bordeaux #brexit
#reims #fre)(it #grandeagri. #mMeélenchon #gdmatinsudradio

We clearly see that we are inside Mr Asselineau supporters community because we see his name and
campaign hashtag but also Frexit, which was one of his headlines during the campaign.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 13/21
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Frangois Asselineau [@UPR_tsselinzau @

Le document de la Commission euro. sur les Grandes Orientations de Politique Economigue (GOPE) est disponible ici ® https:/t.co/moTYXvzEpT pict

Frangois Asselineau @UPF_fsselinsau @

Jinvite tous les Frangais qui ont voté NON au réféerendumn de 2005 sur le TCE a prendre leur revanche democratigue en votant pour moi #Frexit pic twitter

Frangois Asselineau @UPF_Asselineau &

i

Je tiens & présenter mes excuses & (Ddupontaignzn pour l'erreur factuelle commise hier sur le financement des partis fac

pierre jovanovic (Dpierrejovar

Un banguier Rothschild aussi pauvre ¢a ne s'est jamais vu ! ha ha ha A mourir de rire cette liste WEBBEE https://t.co/Tow2Udsh”

Frangois Asselineau (@!

Merci & L Il encense

tou, mais fustige ma candidature (France Info, 8 avril). C'est de bon augure !
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Clearly no surprise here, the most retweeted tweets are his own tweets:

Poutine a requ la dirigeante de l'extréme drolte frangalse Marine Le Pen = RT en frangals

B fronceisrtcom

[EN CONTINU] Grand débat & 11 . les spetits candidats= pour la premiére fois face aux sgrands» — RT en francais

. franais.rtoom

EN CONTINU : Enjeux de tallle pour le premier débat entre les cing =grand fidats = RT en fi I

B froncainrtcom

i e Jidat du Frexit

Inscrivez-vous pour les prochains gsdec - Frangois A

K, sssclinean20N7.4r

Quelle sera la politique économique et sociale de la France en 2017 si Frangols Asselineau n'est pas ¢lu président de la République ? Les 00PE (Grandes Orlentations de Politique Economique) 2016-2017 - Union
Peopulaire Républicaine | UPR

R wpeke

Le « banquier socialiste » Macron décide de vendre 49,9% du trés rentable aéroport de Toul - Union Populaire Républicaine | UPR
wpehe

Les GOPE, ou comment nes gouvernements sont subordonnés a la issi ¢ - Union Populaire Républicaine | UPR

L upede

In the most shared stories, Russia Today is clearly leading

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 14/21
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Russia Today’s hegemony can also be observed in the most shared website domains:

Xenophobic/far right community — Front National

234 837
SI5%

399.64 M
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This community is twice more active than the UPR community.

EXPRESSIONS

ajacciomlp macronmarseille type mlp tiens cest du vent |eg|’anddebat superficiel world 4marine marseille

video fphilippot emmanuel macron non secondes de vérités onpc mlpofficiel #op burkini hamon hollande

conformisme macromaniague |egranddébat monde débattf 1 public entreprise pen trump vent mélenchon

debattf 1 2017 lilemp frangais tour video marinelepen macron boucne

-
avecmarine world 4marine quil bfmtv macron & laréunion cest médias fphilippot pays pas emmanuelmacron VIdeo

valls marine syrie ﬁ"on minutes 19 marinelepen meeting macron port duvoile asselineau radars frexit
sondage perpignanmlp guyane mot fn & la bouche patrimcine de macron legranddebat marineprésidente bordeauxmlp candidats

video uprasselineau france

This overactivity also targets Mr Macron. We also see « Marseille » a a keyword.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/
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HASHTAGS

#poutine #|emissi0np0|itique #hollande #veldhiv #poutou #beurfm #emmanuelhollande #lapsus
#lillemlp #marseilais FMACION #frexit #mohamedsaou #ifop #slan #valls #onpe #estrosi

#legranddebat #immigration #syrie #metzmlp #hamon #Iegranddébat #dassier
#perpignanmlp #bimtv F#fj|lOn #mior=nts #brexit #macronlareunion #débattf1 #world4marine
#russie #voile #illonparis #citecommemacron Ffcl@battf1 #aunomdupeuple #macron2017 #videsidéral #ferrari
#favecmarine #frencais #france #burkini #merkel #médias #mélenchon #ps #lentretienpolitique #trump
#enmarche #macronmarseille #fn #hamen207 #ue #marine2017 #marineprésidente
#ajacciomlp #bazochegouét #bfmacron #asselineau #cabinetnoir #mlp #melenchon #marseille #evraimacron

#bordeauxmlp #marinelepen

We also find here the story related to Mohamed Saou.

fandetv & (Zfandat.
'] VIDEQ: Le public fuit le meeting S acron(#larsaille) ol na que le mot 57N a la bouches «Cest du vents «Superficiels «Pas didée concrétes pic tvitter com/hgaViesma
fandetv & @fandety
a.‘i VIDEC Passé sous radars Z\iacron se déclare pour le part du SVoile en entrepriss (il est aussi pour le 5 urkini) 9 Merei @1 irder pr lextrait F dwn7
Damien Rieu Gl0amenieu @

Tiens. cas 2 minutes 19 secondes de vérités sur £0arron ont échappé au confarmisme macromaniaque hahituel |

Kim-Jong-Un &8 =
Les archives wdéos de Bayrou s'expnmant sur Macron sont des pepites. Un ne nt pas! BRERER o.c tytter com UV CalmEM

fandely & @landety

VIDEQ: iacron se fart déznguer par [DVirgineLeliuay, [Francosallegos B ZUasser © «Vacurne(..) mmmugrationmiste]..) dit des énormités = pic twitter con

[} VIDEOQ : Le #Lapsus de Jérdme Fourquet (7IFO1) «On a installé lidée que #)lacron serait au 2nd tour» avant de 3e reprendre «s'est installées® pic twitter com/qu3mEZNHf

m 28 mars 2 4h00 s b i

U

The top tweets are from the account @fandetv, and other anti-Macron tweets.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 16/21
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La réunion de soutien & Macron prévue ce lundi soir & Nice est reportée - Nice-Matin

mm nicematin.com 0 avr. 2017 16h55
Patrimoine de Macron : saisie par Anticor, la haute autorité n'a rien trouvé de suspect - Le Parisien
B reparisien.fr 27 mars 2017 16h08

Emmanuel Macron ne vient plus a Charleville-Méziéres - France 3 Grand Est

E france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr 4 avr. 20 h30

Les « fans » de Macron, payés en liquide pour applaudir et crier des slogans dans ses meetings ? - PEUPLE DE FRANCE

H peupledefrance.com 7 féwr. 2017 14h35

» Création d'une Fake news : quand les "Décodeurs” manipulent le fact-checking d'un graphique de Marine Le Pen

ﬁ les-crises.fr 22 mars 20

Patrimoine et revenus d'Emmanuel Macron : Des avocats et des professeurs de droit s'interrogent

E fr.irefeurope.org 14 zvr. 2017 15h38

Marine Le Pen, comparée & un étron, remporte son procés en cassation contre Laurent Ruquier

&5 people.bfmtv.com 24 sept. 2016 12h0

v Tltescom a Tt o ot com a beparriaem fr ]
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The most shared web domain is frdesouche.com (a « patriot » website publishing news on
immigration). We also see mainstream and local newspapers like LeParisien or NiceMatin, but only
because they published negative stories on Mr Macron.

The Republican - Fillon community

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/
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EXPRESSIONS

-

enmarche choix debattf1 fillonpresident melenchon pays sarkozy journalistes 2017 macronne ans

fillon 2017 gauche président emmanuel macron

ot

o

imposturemacron

ion program soir Mélenchon gens
jev0t9f|||0n pen patrimoine public médias droite debat cest qui france nestpas
francoisfillon s > hollande francois fillon =i emmanuelmacron candidat pourer

raison fois
hamon jours emmanuelhollande sondages lemissionpolitigue marine réalité justice mensonge monde vidéo
ﬁ"on Iegranddebat cabinet noir systéme honte stopmacron temps type campagne vale

valeurs candidats
macron o tour frangais bfmtv

No surprise here neither, Macron is also the most mentionned word.

HASHTAGS

#macronlheritier #illontoulouse #csa #moscovicl #bfrmmacron #projetﬂllon #macronmarseille #enmarche
#jevotefillon #imacron smeconaemen #mélenchon #bigdata #presidentielle2017
#lepen #valls #filonnantes #onpc #marseille #melanchon

itsarkozy #STOPMACIFON #france #guyane

#elmatin #angot #marinelepen #macronpiegeacons #emmanuelmacren #Fedanslair #ﬁ"onpresident #bfmiv
#fillonprésident #urone sromschiid fl@missionpolitique #illonmarseille #barbaralefebure

#toutsaufmacron #ﬁ"on #fillontoulen #macron #ps #zemmouwr #Fmohamedsaou #fi
#melenchon #legranddebat #n = #ilonyon #cabinetnoir #imposturemacron #mlp

lonquimper

#evotefillondeslepremiertour #macrongate #bourdindirect #emmanuelhollande #bayrou
zmacronimposture #debattf1 #fillon2017 #fillonparis #fillonmontpeliier #macreux #socizliste #hamon

#hollande #=cosilon #legranddébat

Same thing in the most used hashtags, in the middle of the official campaign hashtags, #macron or

#emmanuelhollande (mixing Emmanuel Macron and Francois Hollande names) are clearly leading.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/

18/21



15/08/2018 A Russian influence on the French elections?

r Steedrow Fr @ TwttaIT]
| Le vrai #\i&lenchon: agressif, incentriilable. ne supportant pas Ia contradiction, invaetivant et insultant & tout-va. pic twittar com/gF
| 4 o o

Steedrow Fr @ Twittair]
| Limpesture #4i2ienchon bien épinglée. Socialisme corruption,mensange et dictaturecaracténsent tous ses modéles Réalié gui le met en rage! pic witter com/ TzpL434 7033

Mame'zelle Ronchon @luci=015

Cherchez l'zrreur .. Une retraite de prof de frengais qui permet de dégager un loyer de S500€ 77 On nous prendrait pas pour benéts ? #Macron plo twittercom/¥j0Th

Marysierka & @ zri=i

Fillon plaide pour la fin de [Aide médicale d'Etat mais écrit au ministére de Iz Santé pour faire soigner un ami gabonais RTL pic twittercom/VegRUSE

Jean Neymar |

Pourguoi = 1 estl aussi soutenu par les medias? Veicl quelgues pistes de réflexion.... pic twitter com,/ xrgzgrhiG

Steedrow rr (@ TwittairD

La fille de #h2lenchion a tenté de faire retirer cette vidéo ol un maire dénonce les dérives de son parasite de pére. hitps |/ t.co/BRAVIZ4RTF pic vwitter com/ZZHAE oo Os

Steedrow rr (@ TwittairD]
| Lextase de Salame et Pujadas devant =M\ acron est trés génante. LEmissionPolitigus pic.twitiercom/sc
B 07 avr 20017 14h12 Twitter Web Chiemt

The top tweets show negative comments against Mr Macron and Mr Mélenchon. However, it is funny
to see that the first one is from a former Fillon supporter that had ties with the Fillon community during

the primary but clearly changed side since then.

https://spark.adobe.com/page/fJxCYVGj8d5Fk/ 19/21
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Le recours de la fille de Jean-Lue Mélenchon rejeté par le tribunal - Capital.fr
capital.fr 07 avr. 2017 18h58
Chronique d'une supercherie ou comment le PS compte sur Emmanuel Macron pour se maintenir au pouvoir
huffingtonpest.fr 31 mars 2017 15027
2F Conseil. Le déontologue de I'Assemblée nationale absout Fillon

Q ouest-france.fr 27 féwr. 2017 18105

Législatives 2017 : les tractions débutent en vue d'une alliance PS-"En Marche "
G rti.fe 25 mars 2017 07h05
Présidentielle 2017 : le général Bertrand Soubelet lache Emmanuel Macron

Em rtl.fr 29 mars 2017 07h15

Les journalistes de Challenges dénoncent le "boulevard fait 8 Macron” dans leur journal | Valeurs Actuelles

m valeursactuelles.com 03 avr. 20 h2

Jean-Luc Mélenchon : 200 milliards de dépenses supplémentaires

lesechos.fr 07 avr. 2017 07h28
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Inside the Fillon community, the most shared web domains are Le Figaro, Valeurs Actuelles and Le
Point (traditional right-wing media outlets). Russia Today and Sputnik are not visible in the top domains.

Saper Vedere Website
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